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Astract

This qualitative research aims to delve into the inner machinations
of the Palang Pracharat party in order to understand their controversial
general election win in Thailand on 2019, and their subsequent forming
of the government. The NCPO government led by Prime Minister General
Prayut Chan-o-cha, and their allies in Thailand’s elite sought to legitimize
their dictatorship through the electoral process, which they did by co-opting
other parties into the fold of the Palang Pracharat party. This research
asks these questions: exactly how do the elite and the Palang Pracharat
party co-opt other politicians into the service of the authoritarian? What
are their tactics and strategies? What are their tools of choice? How were
they able to succeed in forming a government using such methods? Us-
ing Maria concept of co-optation as the framework for analysis, these five
tactics were found to have been employed: 1) political power structures,
networks, and patronage, 2) political posts, 3) money, 4) budgetary and
policy interests, and 5) legal action. These are the tactics which allowed
the Palang Pracharat party to win the general election, heralding the

authoritarian elite’s return to the ascendancy in 2019.

Keywords: Authoritarianism, Power Succession, Election, Political Party,

Co-optation



