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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the origins and formation of
the Voice of the People of Thailand (VOPT) Radio Station (1961-1965),
the main and systematically-organized propaganda organ of the Thai
revolutionary movement during the Cold War. Based on documentary
research and interviews with veteran leftist intellectuals, this article studies the
theoretical premise of the VOPT’s origins, including its formation and
functions. The study finds that VOPT was formed by a cooperation between the
Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) and the Pridi Banomyong group, under
the influence of the People’s War doctrine of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP), to fight for hegemony in the cultural political field of “Thainess”.
Between the VOPT, which advocated a left-wing nationalist “Thainess”
on the basis of Egalitarian and Communist principles, and the Thai state,
which propagated official nationalist “Thainess” based on the principles of
Capitalism-Thai Ethnic nationalism-Bureaucratic Polity-Militarism-Royalism and
Anti-communism principles. This cultural political war over “Thainess” was
the important prologue of the People’s War, or the armed struggle between
government officials and CPT forces which lasted for more than 20 years
(1965-1985).
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