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Abstract

The hostility between Iran and Saudi Arabia is a major factor of the
stability of the Middle East region. The purpose of this research paper is to
understand this factor from an Iranian point of view by applying the Historical
Sociology in International Relations (HSIR) as methodology for documentary
research. It aims to reflect an understanding of the construction of Arab
hostility in Iran’s eyes with the concept developed by researcher, namely,
Imagined Geopolitics. The research results reflect that key historical step
in the formation of such hostility is laid on the narrative of two continual
eras. Firstly, the pre-Islamic era is an important reference point to pride
in dignity and the great prosperity of the nation. Later, in contrast sense,
the Islamic era after the conquest of Iran by the Islamic Arab empire is an
important reference point to the loss of greatness and the loss of respected
dignity and status it deserves in the international political arena. The main
argument of this research paper is the hostility between Iran and Saudi
Arabia, including other Arab nations, is a major outcome of the function
of ethnic identity. This is the Arab hostility within Iran’s imagined
geopolitics. Hence, the hostility is not least a result of the functioning
of religious identities, namely Shia and Sunni, as most academic works

fashionable presented.
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