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Abstract

This article critically interrogates the mainstream explanation of classical
realism by arguing that a common sensical view of “classical realism” is
a myth. The myth is (re)produced through two main sources, namely a
structural or neo- realist theory and key textbooks in both English and Thai.
Rather, this article highlights the intellectual complexity of classical realism
as a theory of international relations.

The article is structured into four main parts. The first part examines
the misreading of “classical realism” by a neorealist founding father like
Kenneth N. Waltz. The second part explores this mythical reproduction in
key mainstream textbooks both in English and Thai. The third part elucidates
the new interpretations of classical realism since the 1990s onwards. The
last part introduces a theoretical proposition of the so-called “six principles
of classical realism”, which identify its common research programs and the
difference between E.H. Carr and Hans J. Morgenthau. Classical realism
emphasizes both power and ethics, states and non-state actors (individuals
for Carr and world state for Morgenthau) and empirical and normative
theorizing while foregrounding anti-positivist epistemology. However,
Carr and Morgenthau have different visions: pragmatic realism and tragic

realism, respectively.
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