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Abstract

The history of the Republic of Weimar demonstrates us failure of
the German first republic in European history. Its 14 years of existence had
been main interests of researchers from different field studies who tried to
come to conclusions how Weimar began and fell. Weimar was considered
as a crucial transition from a great German empire to another one — The
Third Reich — which caused devastating outcome throughout Europe and
the whole world between the years 1939-45. Many researchers pointed
to constitutional defects of Weimar which finally led to its collapse. This is
absolutely not incorrect as constitution of any country regulates existing
political powers in its political system. However there were, in this case,
still other essential elements which should also be taken into account. As
far as most German people were concerned the most evil sin which they
were forced to accept was the Treaty of Versailles. This shameful treaty
was concluded without any German acknowledgement and literally aimed
to confine the new republic domestically as well as internationally. Signing
to follow every article in Versailles meant committing suicide for all Germans
who did not feel responsible for the catatrophic miseries in the First World
War while firmly believing that Germany did not start the war. They had to
pay reparations of which accurate amount was so high that it could not
definitely be stated in the treaty. This was considered as the first failure
of Weimar foreign policy. Therefore, every Weimar government up to the
beginning years of the Third Reich endeavored to destroy Versailles in
every way they could think of. Moreover German political culture based on

nationalism (German greatness), centralization and militarism did not give



a bright opportunity for anticipating democracy which should have been
well developed in a newly founded republic. This article will examine both

elements concerning the declining and the collapse of Weimar.
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