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Abstract

The emergence of the pandemic has had significant effects on
the Canadian Public Health System as an established institution that has
continued to exist. The pandemic has been an important factor that has
undermined the stability of the Canadian Public Health System, which
has established itself firmly in the social structure until the present day.
Consequently, the institution has undergone changes to deal with the
pandemic. Changes occurring within the Canadian Public Health System
have been a gradual process with a focus on policy changes in response
to the emergency on hand; such changes are called ‘Institutional Drifts’.
These changes reflect the system’s lack of preparation in the event of a
pandemic and that its attempts have been only at temporary solutions. The
purpose of this paper is to examine The Canadian Public Health System
via the theoretical framework of two concepts: path dependence, and
institutional change. This will be done by comparing the management of
two different pandemics at two different time periods: the HIN1 pandemic

and the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Keywords: Path Dependence, Critical Juncture, Institutional Drift, Public

Health Agency of Canada, Pandemic



