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Abstract

This article has two purposes: first, to introduce the formats of physical distancing in
ancient Isan-Lanna laws; second, to explore the purposes behind the implementation of such

measures. The analysis is based on Rudolf von Jhering’ s concept of “Purpose of Law”. The
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study results reveal that the measures of physical distancing could be categorized into three
groups: first, inter-personal physical distancing; second, inter-property physical distancing and
lastly, person or location physical distancing during certain activities. The actual main purpose
of these measures was to maintain the rulers’ interests and power as well as to construct a

peaceful society, which was the principal value or ideology in ancient Isan-Lanna societies.
Keywords: Physical Distancing, Ancient Laws, Purpose of Law
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3 Rudolf von Jhering, Law as a Means to an End, Trans. Isaac Husik, (Boston: The Boston Book, 1913), p. 325.
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