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‘Chakkrinaruebodin Sayamminthrathirat’:
The Great King With The Role of Visnu

Supaporn Plailek

Abstract

This article explores the source of the belief that “The king is the
incarnation of Vishnu,” which is still prevalent in the Thai society nowadays
and to explore various forms of belief that are adopted to honor His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej. It also studies the shared characteristics and
roles between King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Vishnu, which leads to a
widely recognised belief that His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulydej is the
incarnation of Vishnu.

The study found that the belief that "The king is the incarnation
of Vishnu" arose from Brahman-Hindu religion, which the Thai people
maintain and use to honor His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej. Those
beliefs include the ideas behind the performance of the Coronation, as well
as those ideas concerning various ceremonies conducted during his reign
and at the royal burial ceremony. The belief about the King being Vishnu’s
incarnation arose from the fact that he observes the ten principles of the
righteous King, eliminating people’s suffering and solving problems

throughout his seventy-year reign.

Keywords: His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, Vishu, Narayana,

incarnation, glorifying the king
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