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Metonymy in Thai

Palita Phonpradapphet

Abstract

�is article aims to review the existing literature on metonymy 

and compile a list of metonymic expressions in �ai literary works, songs, 

everyday language, idioms, dialogues, and news. �e frameworks of 

cognitive linguistics proposed by Lako� and Johnson (1980), Gunter 

Radden and Zoltan Kovecses (1999), Francisco José Ruiz de Mendoza 

Ibáñez and Lorena Pérez Hernández (2003), Zoltan Kovecses (2004), 

Martin Hilpert (2006), Laura Hidalgo Downing and Blanca Kraljevic Mujic 

(2013) and Jeannette Littlemore (2015) will be adopted. �e results show 

that metonymies can be categorized based on the taxonomies proposed by 

linguists, which re�ects the concepts and system of thinking language users 

have.
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Synecdoche   synecdoche  metonymy

 (Lako  and Johnson, 1980, p. 36) 

 metonymy  (part stands for 

the whole)  metonymy  synecdoche 

We need a couple of strong bodies for our team.

I've got a new set of wheels.

“bodies”  (people) 

   

set of wheels     

 synecdoche

 (metonymy)  

“ ” 

  

   (Lako  and Johnson, 1980, pp. 38–39)

   (the part 

for the whole)   ( ),  (producer 

for product)  (result for cause) (Abraham, 

1988, p. 483 cited in Haser Verena, 2005, p.17)  

 ( )  (object 
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used for user)   ( ) 

 (controlor for controled)   (

) /  (institution for 

people responsible)   
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)  (the place for the event)  
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 (Radden and Kovecses, 1999, 

pp. 24–44)   
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 (Downing and Mujic, 2013, p. 164) 

 (part for whole)  

(member of category for category)  (cause for e ect)

 (geographical location for inhabitants) 

 (product for producer) /  

(people responsible for company) 

 

   

 

 (domain)    

 

  



196 
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  (Kovecses, 2004, p. 5)

 

 

 

  “Metonymy and Metaphor: What’s the Di erence?” 

  (FAS, 1988, pp. 177–181) 

 (Lako  and 

Johnson, 1980)

 

(Metonymic development of a metaphoric target in “My lips are sealed”)

     (Ruiz de Mendoza Ibáñez and 

Pérez Hernández, 2003, p. 44)   

TARGET

TARGET

SOURCE
SOURCE

a person closes his

mouth firmly
a person

seals

his lips

Figure 6.  Metonymic development of a metaphoric target in My lips are sealed

situation in which a person

voluntarily decides not to

speak on a certain matter

METONYMY

METAPHOR
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It is also like metaphor in that it is not just a poetic or rhetorical device. Nor 

is it just a matter of language. Metonymic concepts are part of the ordinary, 

everyday way we think and act as well as talk.

(Lako  and Johnson, 1980, p. 37)

¹ÒÁ¹ÑÂ: á¤‹ªÑé¹àªÔ§·Ò§¡ÇÕ ËÃ×Í·Ø¡¾×é¹·Õèã¹ªÕÇÔ ?
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    (Dirven and Parings, 2003, p. 33) 
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  (Downing and Mujic, 2013, p. 166) 
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Figure 1.  Process of domain expansion in multimodal metonymy
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