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Yamaka in B a’s Poetry

Nawin Vannavach

Chanwit Tudkeao

Abstract

Yamaka, one of well-known verbal �gures of speech in Sanskrit 

literature, is syllabic repetition with di�erent meaning. It is the objective 

of this essay to analyze Yamaka in Bāṇa’s poetry, one of major Sanskrit 

poets, in order to understand forms of Yamaka used in Sanskrit composition 

with the assumption that Yamaka is indicative of the style of Bāṇa’s poetry. 

"e �ndings are that in Bāṇa’s poetry Yamaka appear 29 times in 25 stanzas. 

All of these are short Yamakas. Most o%en appearing are two close, or 

almost, syllabic repetitions in the middle of stanzas. Sometimes Śleṣa, 

Sanskrit punning, appears as old-fashioned Yamaka. Hence, these aspects 

are to be considered as the individual style of Bāṇa’s Yamaka, and the 

criteria to resolve the question of the authorship of Bāṇa’s poems.
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  “ ” 

pa ya pa ya rama asya me gu n

yena yena va ag  karoti m m/

yena yena hi mamaiti dar ana

tena tena va ag  karoti m m //17.72//
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1)    “ ” 

 

na v narai  par kr nt  mahadbhir bh mavikramai /

na v  narai  par kr nt  dad ha nagar  kapi  //10.10//

   

 

   v narai   1 

 v  narai   3  

3   (  17  62–82)  10 
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ath jñay  bhart sutasya tasya

nivartay m sa ratha  niyant /

tata  kum ro bhavana  tadeva

cint ve a  nyamiva prapede //3.38//

     

   tasya  

tasya  sutasya  “ ”  tasya 
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k rti  pravarasenasya pray t  kumudojjval  /

s garasya para  p ra  kapiseneva setun  // 1.14 //

 

setun   “ ” 

 “ ”    
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      24

r ginb a  vimuñca bhramasi balirasau sa yata  kena b o

gotr re hanmyaha  te ripumamararipustve a gotrasya atru  /

daity  vy p dyat  dr gaja iva mahi o hanyate manmahe ’dye-

tyutpr syom  purast danu danujatanu  m dnat  tr yat  va  //24//

“    (/ ) 

 (/ ) 
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 ripu “ ”  amararipu “ ”

 “ ”  gotra “ ”  gotr ri “
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 14.45     2, 6, 13  

 4.4, 8.2   1, 6, 16, 23, 24, 27, 28, 31, 34, 40, 41, 

42, 50, 57, 59, 62, 67, 83, 97  101  25  

 29   

 1  

 

 

  4  29   

17.2 

ka u kva anto malad yak  khal s

tudantyala  bandhana khal  iva /

manastu s dhudhvanibhi  pade pade

haranti santo ma in pur  iva //6//
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khala  “ ”  khala 

 “ ”

bh  bh yastav dya dvigu ataramaha  d tumevai a lagno

bhagne daityena darp nmahi itavapu  ki  vi e vi a am /

ityuktv  p tu m turmahi avadhamahe kuñjarendr nanasya

nyasyann sye guho va  smitasitarucin  dve i o dve vi e //67//

“

 ”

vi a   “ ” 

“ ”

m rdhna  la  mamaitadviphalamabhimukha  a karotkh ta la

sa gr m dd rametaddh tamari hari  manmana  kar at va /

garv deva  k ipanta  vibudhajanavibh ndaityasen dhin tha

arv  p tu yu m npadabharadalan tpr ato d rayant  //83//

 “

”

 

la   “ ”  “ ” 



 2560 279

srast ga  sannace o bhayahatavacana  sannadorda a kha

sth urd v  yam jau k a amiha saru a  sth urevopaj ta  /

tasya dhva s tsur rermahi itavapu o labdham n vak a

p rvaty  v map da  amayatu durita  d ru a  va  sadaiva //101//

 

 

sth u  “ ”  “ ”

 4  
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 2  2  4 
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jayanti b suramaulil lit

da syac ma icakracumbina  /

sur sur dh a ikh nta yino

bhavacchidastryambakap dap ava  //  2//

  7 
8  

  

sur sur   sura  asura  adh a 

 sur sur   

laprot dup ntaplutamahi mahi dutpatanty  sravanty

vartmany rajyam ne sapadi makhabhuj  j tasa dhy pramoha  /

n tyanh sena matv  vijayamahamaha  m nay m tiv d

y m li ya pran tta  punarapi purabhitp rvat  p tu s  va  //16//

7  b sura   “ ” 

  

 “ ”   

 b a  + asu    + ra  rai

 “ ”  

 “ ”  

 (Kale, 1968, p.[2])  

 (Ridding, 1896, p. 1; Smith, 2009, p. 3)
8  “ ”   “c ma i” 
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 2   mahi mahi mahi  mahi 

 mah   “ ”  mahi a

 “ ”    mahamaha  maha

 “ ”  maham 

 aham  “ ”

vaktr  viklava  ki  vahasi bata ruca  skanda a  vi a m

any  a m taraste bhava bhava sakalastva  ar r rdhalabdhy  /

jihm  hanmyadya k l miti samamasubhi  ka hato nirgat  g r

g rv reryayecch m dupadam ditasy drij  s vat dva  //28//

“   

 

”

 3  

 a  vi a m  a m  “  ( )

”  vi a a  “ ” 

 2  bhava bhava  

“ ”   g rg r  g r  “ ”  

“ ”  g rv a  “ ”
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  3  

 

   29  

 1  1   g rg r  3.44 

2   24   bhava bhava  mahamaha  82.7 

 3  4   ubhama ubhama  

maghava maghava  13.7  

 2 

  

 1 

   

9 3 10.3

10 7 24.1

11 14 48.2

12 2 6.89

 3 10.3
13

9    2   4.4   31
10    6  13   27, 28, 34, 50  67
11    1, 6, 16 (2 ), 23 (2 ), 24, 28, 40, 42, 57, 59, 

62  97
12    83  101
13    8.2   28  41
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aru a iva pura saro ravi  pavana iv tijavo jal gamam /

ubhama ubhamath pi v  n  kathayati p rvanidar anodaya  //4.4//

 

ubhama ubhama  3  

 ubham  “ , ”  a ubham  “ , 

”  atha  ubhama  2 

merau me raudra gak atavapu i ru o naiva n t  nad n

bhart ro riktat  yattadapi hitamabh nni sapatno ’tra ko ’pi /

etanno m yate yanmahi a kalu it  svardhun  m rdhni m ny

a bhorbhindy ddhasant  patimiti am t r tir tirum  va  //31//

“  
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”

 

merau me rau  1  merau 

 7  meru   merau  me 

 “ ”  rau  raudra 

 “ ”

hira yagarbho bhuvan ak diva

k ap kara  k ramah r av diva /

abh tsupar o vinatodar diva

dvijanman marthapati  patistata  //13//

pati  patis  4  13

 pati  arthapati “ ” 

  pati  “ ”

vaktr  viklava  ki  vahasi bata ruca  skanda a  vi a m

any  a m taraste bhava bhava sakalastva  ar r rdhalabdhy  /
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jihm  hanmyadya k l miti samamasubhi  ka hato nirgat  g r

g rv reryayecch m dupadam ditasy drij  s vat dva  //28//14

  a  vi a m  

a m  “  ( ) ”  

vi a a  “ ”

nirv a  ki  tvameko ra a irasi ikhiñ r gadhanv pi vidhya s

tatte dhairya  kva y ta  jahihi jalapate d nat  tva  na d na  /

akto no atrubha ge bhayapi una sun s ra n s radh lir

dhigy si kveti jalpanripuravadhi yay  p rvat  p tu s  va  //34//

“  

 

 

 

  ”

 

 2  d nat  tva  na d na   d na 

 d nat   “ ”  d na 

 “ ”

14  12
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vaktr  viklava  ki  vahasi bata ruca  skanda a  vi a m

any  a m taraste bhava bhava sakalastva  ar r rdhalabdhy  /

jihm  hanmyadya k l miti samamasubhi  ka hato nirgat  g r

g rv reryayecch m dupadam ditasy drij  s vat dva  //28//15

  bhava bhava  bhava

  “ ”

gamya  n gnerna cendo  sapadi dinak t  dv da n masahya

akrasy k  sahasra  saha surasadas  s dayanta  prasahya /

utp togr ndhak r gamamiva mahi a  nighnat  arma di y d

dev  vo v map d mburuhanakhamayai  pañcabhi candramobhi  //42//

  

sahasra  saha  2 saha 

 sahasra  “ ”  “ , 

”

15  12
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na na au gajendr navata na vasava  ki  di o dr gg h t

r ginsa gr mayukty  laghurasi gamita  s dhu t rk ye a taik yam /

utkh t  netrapa ktirna tava samarata  pa ya na yadbala  sva

svarn thety ttadarpa  vyasumasuramum  kurvat  tr yat  va  //57//

“  

 

 

”

 1  nava  

gajendr n  avata  na  

 va  vasava   “ ”

m rdhna  la  mamaitadviphalamabhimukha  a karotkh ta la

sa gr m dd rametaddh tamari hari  manmana  kar at va /

garv deva  k ipanta  vibudhajanavibh ndaityasen dhin tha

arv  p tu yu m npadabharadalan tpr ato d rayant  //83//

“

”

lam  1 la  

“ ”  “ ” 
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srast ga  sannace o bhayahatavacana  sannadorda a kha

sth urd v  yam jau k a amiha saru a  sth urevopaj ta  /

tasya dhva s tsur rermahi itavapu o labdham n vak a

p rvaty  v map da  amayatu durita  d ru a  va  sadaiva //101//16

 2  sth u 

 “ ”  “ ”

vidvajjanasa parko na e ajñ tidar an bhyudaya  /

kasya na sukh ya bhavane bhavati mah ratnal bha ca //8.2//

  

 3  4  bhava  bhava  

bhavana  “ ”  bhava  bhavati  “ ”

vaktr  viklava  ki  vahasi bata ruca  skanda a  vi a m

any  a m taraste bhava bhava sakalastva  ar r rdhalabdhy  /

jihm  hanmyadya k l miti samamasubhi  ka hato nirgat  g r

g rv reryayecch m dupadam ditasy drij  s vat dva  //28//17

 3  4  g rg r  g r

 “ ”  “ ”  g rv  

 “ ”

16  10
17  12
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  18 

 

 6 

ka u kva anto malad yak  khal s

tudantyala  bandhana khal  iva /

manastu s dhudhvanibhi  pade pade

haranti santo ma in pur  iva //6//19

  pade pade  2    

“ ”   “ ”  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

    

3   

18  4
19  9
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