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A cultural history of “broken-hearted men”
in duet songs by Lert and Srisuda

Wanchana Tongkhampao

Abstract

In this article, I analyze lyrics of the songs sung by Lert Prasomsap
and Srisuda Ratchatawan of the Suntharaphorn band in 1960s. The analysis
focuses on the portrayal of men and women’s relationships in the selected
songs. The research question is why most of these lyrics humorously
illustrated the broken-hearted men. The research methodology involves
the close-reading of the song lyrics in comparison with historical data,
both the primary and secondary sources; of the cultural history of Thai
gender relations in the fashion of new-historicist discourse. As my reading
suggests, the modernization of gender relations in Thailand. This includes
the popularity of monogamy and the active role of women in politics and
economics; and the growth of capitalism in an urban society that
encouraged consumerism and tourism, resulting in the proliferation of the
‘masculinity crisis’ sentiment. This notion of ‘masculinity crisis, I argue,
was the material for the Suntharaphorn’s songwriters to compose the songs

that mocked the broken-hearted men for listener’s humor.

Keywords: Lert Prasomsap, Srisuda Ratchatawan, Suntharaphorn,

Crisis of masculinity, Cultural History
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! [New historicism] is a method based on the parallel reading of literary and

non-literary texts, usually of the same historical period. This is to say, new historicism
refuses (at least ostensibly) to ‘privilege’ the literary text: instead of a literary ‘foreground’
and a historical ‘background’ it envisages and practices a mode of study in which literary
and non-literary texts are given equal weight and constantly inform or interrogate each
other. (Barry, 1995, p.172)
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