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Abstract

This paper analyzes the semantic components of classifiers in Lao
in order to classify the nouns used with those classifiers. The data has been
selected from interviews with three Laotian informants, all natives and
residents of Vientiane Prefecture, Lao People's Democratic Republic.

The results show that there are eighty-one classifiers coexisting
with three hundred and forty-four nouns compiled by the author. From
the analysis, the nouns coexisting with the classifiers are classified into
eight groups: plants, nature, animals, habitats and places, wares, attire and
accessories, human, and non-human. Furthermore, these classifiers can
indicate the following three aspects affecting Laotians in their use of
classifiers: (1) some classifiers in Vientiane Lao are used with many kinds
of noun; (2) some classifiers can be the same as the nouns with which they

are used, and (3) some nouns have different classifiers in Lao and Thai.
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