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Abstract

This article aims to study the evolution in use of the word /ké&:/ as
a preposition since the Sukhothai period to compare it with the present.
The data in this research are collected from inscriptions, archives, articles,
essays and the Thai National Corpus (TNC). The findings reveal that the
syntactic changes of the word /ké&:/ are in Sukhothai, Ayutthaya and King
Rama I-King Rama III of Ratanakosin Period, this word was adopted after
some verbs and before nouns more than in the present. Moreover, the word
/k&:/ is limitedly used at present. It appears with some verbs or used before
nouns to exclusively identify the place and the owner only. In addition,
there are currently prepositions that are used to replace the word /k&:/

such as /kap /d¢: and /t5:/.

Keywords: language change, preposition, historical linguistics
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