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The Conceptual Metaphor Debt is lliness:
A Study of the Relation between Language
and Concepts of Thai People

Abstract

The objective of this research is to analyze conceptual
metaphor [debt is disease] toward metaphorical
expressions of Thai language users according to
Conceptual metaphor theory by Lakoff and Johnson
(1980). Metaphorical expressions are collected from
Sinthon chat room where economic, financial and
investment issues and ideas have been exchanged.
The results identify 43 metaphorical expressions
which compared debt as a disease. The expressions
reveal that conceptual metaphor of Thai people
through debt compared as a disease caused
negative vibes both on their physical and mental
qualities. Therefore, debt is a disease which must
be cured, reflecting the connection of experience
perceived physically to transfer and compare with
some outstanding features of conceptual metaphor
of being in debt in order to acquire a clearer perception

through their cognitions.
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(The Straits Times, 2020)
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