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Language Reflects Best Wishes:

Linguistic Strategies for Blessing in Thai

Thammawat Phatthanasutinon

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine linguistic strategies
used in the expression of blessing speech acts in Thai.
The data were collected from the blessings on
www.ANBEINT.com (Copyright 2021) for five situations:
birthday, new year, wedding, graduation, and retirement,
with a total of 323 blessings. The results found that the
linguistic strategies used in expressing blessing speech
acts in Thai can be classified into two groups: 1) main
linguistic strategies which are direct blessing strategies
and indirect blessing strategies. The former consist of
expressing good wishes and formulaic language use
whereas the latter consist of metaphors; and 2) joint
linguistic strategies which are claiming, emotional expression,
reminding, teasing, and farewell, However, joint linguistic
strategies will vary depending on the circumstances of

the blessing.
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