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Naming of Mon Temples in Pathum Thani Province

Abstract

This article aims to study the naming of Mon temples in three
districts of Pathum Thani province: Muang, Sam Khok, and
Lat Lum Kaeo, as well as the values and culture reflected
through the names. The data were collected primarily through
interviews with experts in Mon temples. The results showed
that the naming of Mon temples can be divided into nine
groups which are 1) naming after local places, 2) naming after
constructions, 3) naming after names of persons or groups of
individuals, 4) naming after important places, 5) naming for
prosperity, 6) naming after plants, 7) naming after geographical
features, 8) naming after important events, and 9) naming in
relation to other temples. As for the values and local culture
reflected, the temples’ names reflect 1) the geographical
features of the temples’ locations, 2) the relation between
temples and local places, 3) the history of the local places,
4) the honouring of important figures, and 5) the influence on

the modification of temples’ name.
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