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Idealistic Values in the Person of Rama as Reflected

in the Valmiki Ramayana

Chirapat Prapandvidya

Abstract

This paper aims at investigating some idealistic values reflected
through Rama, the principal hero of the Valmiki Ramayana
and also at examining the impact of the epic as recorded in
some important inscriptions found in Thailand and Cambodia.
This investigation focuses on only three aspects of Rama’s
character namely, adherence to gratitude, truth, and monogamic
love. Itis found that Rama’s adherence to the truth and gratitude Faculty of Archaeology

X . X . ) Silpakorn University
are reflected in his self-exile for 14 years in the forest in

Thailand
order to save his father from breaking the pledges given to

. . . . . o chirapat. prapandvidya@gmail.com
his second wife. Regarding his monogamic love, it is reflected

in his ideal love he has with Sita. His practice of monogamic
Academic Article
marriage is unusual among the rulers of India during his times Received: 5 March 2022
including Dasaratha, his father. It is hope that this humble Revised: 9 May 2022
Accepted: 17 June 2022
attempt may inspire more interest in further investigation in

similar manners.
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