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Love Metaphors in Isan Country Songs

Suphakkhathat Suthanaphinyo

Abstract

This article presents love metaphors through metaphorical
expressions and sociocultural perspectives of love metaphors
in 358 Isan country songs that tell about love between a man
and a woman sung by singers subordinate to Grammy Gold.

Lakoff and Johnson's (1980) conceptual metaphors were used Faculty of Education

as an analytical framework. The results showed that there were Suan Sunandha Rajabhat
. . University
eight concepts of metaphors found in Isan country songs: [love _——
allan

is journey], [love is medical treatment], [love is competition/sport],

. . . . . suphakkhathat.su@ssru.ac.th
[love is education], [love is business], [love is performance], P @
[love is tree], and [love is star/moon]. In addition, the results
Research Article

reflected two sociocultural perspectives of love metaphors in Received: 6 June 2022
Isan country songs: 1) traditional way of life and sociocultural Revised: 31 August 2022

) ) ) o ) Accepted: 28 September 2022
situations of people in Isan rural communities and 2) social

changes.

Keywords: love, Isan country songs, conceptual metaphors
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“Metaphor is pervasive in everyday life, not just in language but in
thought and action. Our ordinary conceptual system, in term of which we both
think and act, is fundamentally metaphorical in nature.”

(Lakoff & Johnson 1980, p. 3)
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You're wasting my time.

This gadget will save you hours.

| don't have the time to give you. To you.
How do you spend your time these days?
That flat tire cost me an hour.

You don't use your time profitably.

| lost a lot of time when | got sick.

Thank you for your time.

(Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, pp. 7- 8)
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