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The Relationship between Linguistic Devices and
Representation of LGBTQIA+ in Secondary School Health
Education Textbooks: A Critical Discourse Analysis

Sasipim Phurahong“and Siriporn Phakdeephasook®

Abstract

In most of the secondary school health education textbooks
published after the proclamation of the Gender Equality Act, B.E.
2558 (2015), the content regarding LGBTQIA+ has been presented.
Corresponding to this development, this study is aimed at
investigating the relationship between linguistic devices and the
representation of LGBTQIA+ in these textbooks adopting the
framework of critical discourse analysis.

The analysis reveals that six devices are adopted for representing
the LGBTQIA+ including the uses of referring terms, lexical choices
and collocation, presupposition, sentence structures, intertextuality,
and speech acts. These devices are adopted for the construction
of two main groups of representations of LGBTQIA+, namely
desirable representations and undesirable ones. The desirable
representations include LGBTQIA+ are normal and equal to other
genders. Some distinctive undesirable representations include
LGBTQIA+ are those whose opportunities and rights are still
restricted, those who are victimized, and those who are considered
“the other.” Several social factors related to the representation of
LGBTQIA+ include social bias against LGBTQIA+, laws related
to gender issues, and the increasing appearance of LGBTQIA+
in public media.

It is found that these textbooks are more open and supportive of
LGBTQIA+. However, there still exist representations of LGBTQIA+
signifying negative attitude against them which may lead to the
reproduction of gender inequalities.

Keywords: representation, critical discourse analysis,

linguistic devices, health education textbooks,
LGBTQIA+
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