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The Toponym “Dai” in Phichit and Phitsanulok provinces:

A study in the etymological approach

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to search for the origin and
meaning of the toponym “Dai” found in the place names in
Phichit and Phitsanulok provinces in central Thailand,
using an etymological approach. The results of the study
found that the word “Dai” is a Khmer loanword that means
“branch of a river” or “canal.” This meaning evolved from
its original sense of “arm” to “branch of a river” or “canal”
through the process of metaphor. which expresses the

concept of [BODY IS SPACE].

Keywords: Dai, etymology, meaning, metaphor,

toponym
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