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Senses of self and hometown of the poets who appear in

Autobiographical Poetry Winning SEA Write Award

Prangtip Pornmanee” and Areeya Hutinta®

Abstract

This article aims to study the poets’ sense of self and hometown
through autobiographical poetry that received the SEA Write
Award. The scope of the study includes the poems “The Lost
Leaves” (1989), “Ma Kan Kluay” (1995), “Maenam Ruam Luek”
(2004), “The World in My Eyes” (2007), and “On the Way Home”
(2019). The results of the study show that the poets’ sense of self
has common characteristics, presented through three periods of
their lives: 1. The period of their youth, 2. The period of their
struggle/search for something better, and 3. The period of their
journey home. All of the poets were forced to leave their
hometowns to enter the city and were disappointed by the place.
Therefore, they returned to their hometowns in terms of both their
thoughts and reality to heal themselves. Each poem shows their

life goals, search processes, and receives similar answers.

Keywords: Autobiographical Poetry Winning SEA Write
Award, Senses of self and hometown,

Autobiographical
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Live
“Autobiographical poetry, as a segment of life-writing ....The individual
life circumstances of these writers are quite varied, as are their autobiographical
topics, ranging from coming-of-age experiences and depictions of bodies to
religious initiations and, of course, their respective careers and capacities as

poets.” (Gorbert et al., 2021, p. 3)

Bodies

Another form of invitation to an autobiographical reading is to focus
especially on the body of the self. ....women writers in particular have used this
opportunity to ‘write through their bodies’. ...Following this notion, the Confessional
Poets use depictions of bodies as a medium for the ‘negotiation of the self,
challenging their readers to redefine the terms by which we understand poetry, life
writing, and the female’ (Bonasera, 2021, p. 52). ...in society. By ‘presenting
femininity as both essence and performance’, including problematic aspects such

as ‘violence’ and ‘trauma’ (idem, 52), (Gorbert et al., 2021, p. 7)

Crossroads
“...Rather than providing a full-fledged account of one’s own life, the
relative brevity of the genre recurrently prompts authors to concentrate on
a particular event, episode, or passage of their biographies. Oftentimes, poets
choose an occurrence which stands out as one of the paramount crises,

watersheds, or crossroads in their vitae.” (Gorbert et al., 2021, p. 7)
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