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Ten Kings’ War in Samuttaghot Gam Chan:

its Relation to Sanskrit Literature

Abstract

In Samudraghot Kam Chan the interpolation of ten kings’ war
is one of the important episodes which is absent in
Samuddaghosajataka. The origin of this episode is assumed
as the poet's imagination. It is, therefore, the very objective
of this article: to study and propose that the episode can be
possibly traced back in some Sanskrit literatures; that is,
either Mahabharata or Raghuvamsa. It can be seen that the
same story obviously appears; i.e. when the protagonist
already attended to Svayamvara, the election of a husband
for a princess, and already gets his wife, those kings who did
not pass the test feel discontented. They gather around and
fight against him. Finally, he conquers them all. The assumption
is due to the fact that some Thai poets in early Ayutthaya
period know Mahabharata. Besides, Sanskrit poetry could be
inspirational to Thai literatures composition as well, such as
Dvadasamasa Klong Dan. To conclude, the study of Sanskrit

literature still shines forth to the study of Thai literature.
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