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The “Phi Rong” Worship Ritual in Wat Bot Village,
Pho Muang Phan Subdistrict, Samko District,

Ang Thong Province: Types and Functions

Malasri Phetthai’, Atikan Maydee®, Ratchanon Sangwichain®, and

Abstract

This article aims to study the types and functions of the Phi Rong
ritual in Wat Bot Village, Pho Muang Phan Subdistrict, Samko
District, Ang Thong Province by applying the functional
approach in folkloristics. The findings reveal that the ritual
comprises three types: Rap Phi Rong, Song Phi Rong, and
Kae Phi Rong. Each type is conducted within a distinct ritual
context and involves the pig as a primary ritual element.
In addition, the ritual was found to have five main functions:
(1) serving as an important source of support, categorized
into four aspects—health, exemption from military conscription,
hope for good fortune, and academic success; (2) controlling
people’s behavior; (3) transmitting ancestral worship beliefs
rooted in Mon traditions; (4) expressing local identity; and
(5) fostering harmonious relationships among family members

and community members in the village.

Keywords: Phi Rong ritual, Ancestral spirits,
Mon beliefs, Ang Thong, Functions of

folklore
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