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Study of Research Methodology in the Development
of Polysemes in Thai

Sureenate Jaratjarungkiat

Abstract

This study aims at reviewing linguistic research on Thai polysemes,
focusing on the diachronic dimension. The data was collected from studies
related to the development of Thai words from the Sukhothai period until
the present. The findings reveal three patterns of the data: (1) a type of
data which reveals the whole range of development, (2) a type of data which
reveals only the beginning and intermediate stages of development, and
(3) a type of data which reveals only the intermediate stage (and final stage)
of development. The first two cases directly lead to conclusions of
chronological development of a particular word, unlike the latter case
which requires linguistic analysis such as grammaticalization, a frequency
analysis of the presence of particular words in each period, and comparative

linguistic analysis with Tai dialects to incorporate with the study.
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