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Ethnic Relations in Folktales of Ethnic Groups:
Discourses and Functions of Folktales

Watcharaporn Distapan

Abstract

This article aims to study folktales of ethnic groups, such as myths
and ethnic jokes telling about the relations among people of different ethnics.
It is found that these ethnic folktales have important roles in presenting ethnic
righteousness, consolidating the equality of ethnic minority, and making the
otherness to minorities by ethnic majority. Ethnic folktales referring to relations
of various ethnic groups exhibit ethnic stereotypes, conflicts, and biases.
Therefore, these folktales contain “ethnic voices” that convey the meaning
of explaining or crying for something and also revealing their stresses from

ethnic relations.
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