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The Phra Upakhut Legend in Thai Society:
Perception and Confusion between Phra Upakhut
and Other Disciples of the Buddha

Watcharaporn Distapan

Abstract

The Phra Upakhut legend in Thai society appears in both
Buddhist and local literature. The story is connected with the beliefs of
Phra Upakhut as one of the Buddha'’s disciples who has the magical power
to defeat Mara and who promises abundance and fertility. Rituals and rites
in different regions of Thailand have been performed according to these
beliefs. However, the non-existence of Phra Upakhut in the Pali Canon or
Tripitaka makes the readers confused as his story is always mixed up with
other two Buddha'’s disciples: Phra Subhutithera and Phra Gavampatithera,

whose lives are mentioned in the Pali Canon.
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