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The Concepts of Prepositions in Thai
Nitipong Pichetpan

Abstract

Linguists working on lexical categories in Thai have proposed
various concepts of Thai prepositions. This article aims to explore the
existing literature in order to compare, contrast and comment on each
concept.

Findings show that there are two existing principal proposals: the
first argues for the existence of prepositions in Thai and the other argues
against it. However, each proposal still has its own limitations regarding

the explanations of parts of speech, word functions and meanings.
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asnalsfiAn3TIN1TUN9vIng (Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988; Pranee
Kullavanijaya, 1974; Clark, 1978; Saranya Savetamalaya, 1989) L&U®
nesauzIEing (@14) Liamynum wiean) 1 nanke AndAlarugily
ANLWLN fiasudailumafindu
nanalddrluilagtiuunAnfaeiusmywovlumminsenauiseonidy
b WUIAANAN Aa wuaARREAuNLTluAEIng uazuuIRAdlLTA
ywunluaelne
LunARTeaBILaAnd e fuiadndAyAentsAnengintesfilu
nmlng na1nfe wuiAsfidrbifdynurlunisinesadlfiAnaanufusa
ﬁnmdﬁﬁ'ﬁqLLé’aﬁﬁmwuﬂummiww?favLsi waznA A laf RN WAL AN
Fudynuniflddynunuda Fmsiiuarswunidumeisla druuunind
dfimynuvildlunenineftadliiAanisAnsansueiuiaiarasmywovly
mennsuaziwaneauunmgsinsanaiteenanaainauluninaseld
u@ﬂmnﬁmwLﬁWLﬂL?QJLLuQEmLﬁ'mﬁuﬁmwumﬁvﬁqa’Lﬁ@%mamm
Fuiusszndnaainaesrlunelnglddngon natofe Aoudlaies
ﬁmwuwﬁqﬂiﬁ@%mmﬂﬁﬂgmmﬁﬁm‘wuwmqﬁﬁﬁuﬁuﬁﬁuﬁwﬁmﬁuéﬁmg
TunguemanldFaiauisiu
%Lﬁ‘wjﬁLLmﬁmﬁ'mﬁuﬁmwuwdﬁﬁmummmﬂﬁ'q TUNZLDUAUAY
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annsdsanasAnmassunssaAgaRuAywLvlunenlng wiudn
amnTnauunsTngsraNaa Aty o ngulvg) laun a5stunssuTiLaUD
wwAadlaifisywuvlunming wazassunssuiiiauauuaRndmywLn
Tummnlne seaznanfailussudeldi

lo.0 qssmnisuﬁmu@LLmﬁmdﬂsiﬁﬁmwuw’lummvlwa

‘LI‘V]WJ’]N%@ There are no prepositions in Thai (Udom Warotamasikkhadit,
1988) (auauuIAndAtylnaatLAe ﬁﬂﬁL%ﬁmwiﬁmmﬂuﬁmwum fia3audn
Hufnien muns mdusiu weenisulasAiainA@y (derivation of other
words) usifiidlarudndmanthuilumynum fmeginlasnsallnasadisls
FudninaanuuaAalaeInsalnmeatsEve uenaNUNANMNAING1Y AN
smiEnaAnddaauanuniialaifmynumlumemineliluimaona@udn
UnANTE AN N B Alaysnumn (o&eo)

anumaldaznanatierssunssudrarulneiinanaunisasuiamia
'].I‘V]WNJJ%@ There are no prepositions in Thai (Udom Warotamasikkhadit,
1988) Lfluddny dousrsunssnauiaduayuuuiAndn Idaynunly
Melng” vie “ffvﬁzﬂm%oﬁgﬂuﬁ’zywuw ﬁ@?qz,myqﬂh'ﬁvywuw”b AzUNuN
adtnaunanludiuiiisatoufudaull ri@uﬁ'?%jL‘i@mmmfmmmmlﬁmﬁu

ANUWLY Azesuneglad) “ywun” new Aell

o v Mo = A e o o 4 o g
WL“]JﬂubleLﬂ'Q’]LL'LLTT’J??U«LH??NWL@u@LLu’Jﬂﬂ"ﬂ ANueALAEL T anuaLly

Aynun Aasaudadlamynun” eandudszinnsnemin iesanassunssndananniild
Ufiasaaagrasrmywuvilunening luwinildad f;ia‘mmmLudﬁﬁuﬁ@ui"UﬂQﬂuﬁ@g
saasywuviluning uiludnuivila f;iimnﬁumszuﬁﬁszammqmmﬁumumw
laiflaguasmynulunmnasdaoguiu naide MLELENANIILATIEN (reanalysis)
Tusssnuinssmeniudandlifitiui munsiiiaadeduiudywun fadudadudaiadu
(Pranee Kullavanijaya, 1974; Saranya Savetamalaya, 1989) ﬁmﬂu%gaﬁﬁuﬁumwﬁﬁag
ga¢ “Aywan” il fdsulidudgaludoundsiesuassneuiiamaasnsunss

a a iAo
MausuuaAadldflAmynunlumening
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AT UYNLYT Weuiued e JUMLY A CUNUNT WAT “yswuwn’
2N AIANANVANT (méeo; beew) THUANIN “UNLN” ﬁmmgmmu ails
MBR AR (p&ee) BILNIANEUENNTEIUTILANAISAUGINAI91AIN
UNNEUBIANI “YWLN™ Az “Yswun” lauansinaiu usAnan “yswumn® 1l
“Ffpada esanaulngeandass /o lusunididenglidedld windu
Tnalithiviidasaoni@es /2/ aasmn@uangauild douddn ywun” i
NANENAS (FEwdnladn vianete nung) Tunnmaas@auIywn
a i Au-ne/ aulved U sudaadly u A9ld ynw

ANBBLNEUBNNNER ARTNIN (e&ee) MNWINTIUIN AT “Unun’
waz “ysnun” Aaonuuanlduansineiu niemdaiiumdnanaenduanas
(LsWLY) doudneuiiailumiaainniening (LWL)

adusellagnaniisssunssuiiaueuuaAninlifmynuvlumenine
(Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988; gas 2l3nN@naAnt, éeo; n&es) e

Udom Warotamasikkadit (1988) &19A1a5LN8989 Whitney (1889,
0.403) fidlunenduannn SnauAng (ndeclinable words) lelldmaiinfinen
aanludnuuanmuiisls Emﬁmmmﬁmwumﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬂg@gfaﬂ'ﬁQLLﬁq??unnﬁm
Fuangm wazATvinuenfindng “AILWLN fasaudafiniiusiniandiesnl

91D AINNTIIN

The indeclinable words are less distinctly divided into separate parts of
speech in Sanskrit than is usual elsewhere in Indo-European language-owing
to the fact that the class of prepositions hardly has a real existence, but is
represented by certain adverbial words which are to a greater or less extent used
prepositionally. (Whitney, 1889, p.403)

AN EBLARITVITIIN AR AU WLNAT Whitney (1889) NanaTiedl

FaeN” (Stenzler, 1992, p.14) iU
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qaHq satyam in a true QEEISZEEN
ﬁﬁﬂ{ nityam at/for all times T,cﬂ_ﬂﬁm@ﬂ

|y sadhu in a correct manner  GNgR; lAETAL
9Taor prayena in particular <\L&]_‘F;I‘]Jﬂa
ﬁ'%’fq?l't viSesatah m a normal manner Tcﬂ_ﬂL@W’]x

Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988) a3im1aA1a8u18289 Whitney
(1889) snmnnmlianiusiosdiaywunld deagdisnain Jidawiusas
atneil adnlsfamnendialanizmaiungaas Whiney (1889) %W’fwﬁfazﬁﬁ;ﬂ
dnnnenlnganalidipywunldsaeimumg rgﬁwﬁmqmﬁmﬁmﬁm fais

Tnevalddywuniflumadanisdauaasminfinidlaansaflunim
msuaaemtinnglannsoisenainensendassdeudsfiuansaiu o 33 Teun
EELﬂﬁﬁugﬂﬁﬁ ARGENEAUAN LATITIANA (ATAANT BUNIVIAL, o&mer)

v finslagnnsaiidrAyresAynunlunminanianim auid
AUWLYILENAD NTLARIANNANAUEN AN NN ILAZN NN IANAUSTENIN
munsiuAndelulsddon anudniudsinaafludneusainadainiuly
NNNEN Lﬁmmﬂ‘luma‘?&@mmmuwwﬁﬂ@uﬁaqum “Fe" Ueeehnazuannng
nszvividantenues “ae danannegiflulng

Tunenduangs wananldrniandiAsoiunemayiwinfiuansnans
ANRUTN AN AN BLATNNIMNEFNAUSTEUIN AN LAINT e ludselen
mMeduangadalasuulasglaifowanipaudniuiniennananouag
NNNEdNAUsIErIAuNuAns e ludsslanse wiu lTutlszlaanien
ﬁu@ﬂqmﬁ'dﬁ qm grhatagacchati (AT&Tel AT grhat agacchati
Fautladn @nanantie aziudnAuy eI grhat WARIANNANNUENS
ANNUNIEUAENNINNEENRUETUANF e uanlulsrlan ATPTESTA agacchati
ﬁqmuﬁﬂuﬁﬁmﬁﬂugﬂﬁﬁ nafe wanuilsflding uninflected noun) T
grha vl 31317-[ grhat



oc&d 255 UAN A

doun1mingldldliasulasugladdunmdungn wildds
Beeadusieuananudriussndsmuaiuiniatlulsdon atnslsiin
nM7FeaaNsUALNa NN TILANANNENAUET LN AU N LA NG e lul sE LA
lavnnsal Faiiluneningdtiinmaailuszidaudaildso i s aeana
AL BLARIANENT STz NI AU N AN s e alunsdiildnng
Gassnsumlils midndnldifeuanauduiussings (@1a) Gandn
“ALNLN

SlauBaudiaunisuanspnudiiusssudnamunaiumnsalulslen
melnausznmduannn aziiuduinmauangeazliddaynunld Al
dAnilymn lesanfiszdenituantpnnaduiussendnamunniuanieily
Ustlunatudaie Fawanugli wilunmningldfisedondisanann dnvienns
Beeansumilaifiemefiazuanspanuduiusszninemusiumnietlulselon
mnlafinnfinmadanisiiGandn “AUNLN i evimenTiuansaans
Fuussananaugn avaesslrdilalgaasiale

Feumnansunenen iy neduangs lafidynunld A
Wa wivnnazagiinnmmnlneihagladaywunldiauiv fAanassdadanmle
pananalidnasiu @fjwvl,iﬁmmﬁﬁﬂu%ﬁﬁLﬂu@ﬁﬁ@%mmm%’mﬂ@ﬁumm
Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988) fiagtlinlafidnymumldlunisineifiania
seldieu fil

Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988) @%ma‘luummw% There are no
prepositions ANANANARAINTEY “AIYNLN Tulhensallnesasnlimdou
ANANNAANNTBIAYNLLIUNENSINOET NA19ASIUNNENEINYE ARNTAANN
m@qﬁmwuwﬁ@ “a word that connects a noun, or pronoun with a verb, adjective,
or another noun or pronoun by indicating a relationship between the things for
which they stand.” (Curme, 1962, p.27, quoted in Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988)

&

4Lan397 Udom Warotamasikkadit (1988) saniudn dpywuvildluniedangs
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dquﬁﬁqwuﬂuplnmmmﬂlmL-ﬁx\itﬁm Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988)
nananszengUinAalansliraiaaulddn <. . . a preposition as a kind of
word that precedes a noun, a pronoun, or a certain kind of verb in order to
indicate the function of the noun, the pronoun, and the verb it precedes.”®

Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988) @447131 (e) ANNULANANTBY
Aynunlunimaangruazn lnafe ﬁmwumlummﬁqnqwﬁwﬁﬂﬁ
Gealed (connectlink) AN Faei LLﬁiﬁmwuﬂuﬂﬁMMELﬂuﬁﬁﬁwﬁmﬁﬁ
AU AATSNUNN Ve uenutiiaesr e s iiadanandyintiu
uananil (o) ¥INDAIANTAAINTEINTEENgURRARLANT (ndew) fn
ANUWLN NHNED9 AUEILN 8eaATaATA Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988)
At Auenanuau (iFemUszinadwsnsnalbonsnilneremevenginAatlans
(o&ea) Al “Fwum” esandmngaguimansnunadeindumun
Uszinvmile

Tunsaaslrziiudneiu flsueaueanuiuiuiaiiovsgiu dil

(@) ‘luﬂﬁ?uﬁuﬁ'dﬂﬁmwum‘lummﬁmqwﬁwﬁqﬁ'L%fazﬂ,m WH
“ANLNLN” Tunmelnglallgvinutnfisanans iReauAvinusnfivi A uns
ANETINUNN WAZANTEN LiaLanutingl (Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988)
nragddanannananaliiisdassdadniunisuannindeslasaanainnig
vanntniivsels naae IZ\I:L“TJ?;quJﬂ’J’WNLﬁudﬂﬂﬂﬂ%’amiﬂ\‘iLL@;‘iﬂ’]iufaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁLﬂu
Gasifoatesiu asenauaransnafeasaaaiuld Resuaflunsuedas
Lﬁmﬁumngmmﬁmnrfmﬁuwhifu HNN@Q‘H@QﬂW?L%@NTﬂQﬁ@ Aywunlel
Goalsaviasfimamasdynundniumisdululstlon/g dauynseseds
uaﬂwﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁmwuﬂﬁu@ﬂmmLﬂuiﬂm@quliqaﬁmwuﬁqﬁmwumﬁ@ﬂﬂﬂg
Sonfumsdulutlszlan/qa

& L | ar a a = o a s Qy -
lumidenanmming (@UinAadans, wezen, mees) Mot “ywun
wa91 AYELN MRNLANNINANTHATIEUANTN U @99NUNN VTBNFUNLNIWINTIEENIN
NTENANIMHIANNELBNANWALIBIAIUNIN ATTWUIN YiTaNTemaniudn Sutihidueyls
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aztiugnlidnazflunisdesloswienisuanneindsiefiilunsuans
padaius szt finamdsiynumiumisediludssloamd S
unlagnnsnilne @UinAadans, wiven, weew) Al anannfanshidesles
BIANYWLNIALATS wrflananafoninfluntsuanuthfiaeseld awaosie
L'ﬂumﬂmmwﬁ’]ﬁ‘umﬁmwum‘lumiu@nmwﬁmﬁuﬁiwdﬂwuwﬁmmuﬂ"\i
FywLmALiasauldlauansneiu

(o) Twilsziaudisnmniessiinansluloannsoilnewuatanasyinli
ALBNINUIUAALTIU “AyWLN” (Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988) n1sagy
Fananafidaihdnaiainfemaninaneasdiynurlilasnsallnaun
WneansreglinAalas (eéew) f‘lﬁ:quﬁﬂﬁsﬂm “enynun” 135aedn
“ . ieuenmumiaessung assnuns Wiensewaniuin fuihidluesls
fatiu MuenduaunieslszanafiasniEdadudynonldls desann
mszanniAmnilufivenfisanaiaingu uiuwfiaenamauddslduinfaes
AUWLY (@UARAALENT, WIve, béew)

@ﬁq UVIMWN%@ There are no prepositions in Thai (Udom
Warotamasikkhadit, 1988) flaiauadnAmanaainiinlaennsoilnauuaifmsidans
duihi “Aywumn” fasaudnilunnndilailinremaanaiiuaie dieiinen
i yildnsudnAmantuilusaiaau Gl

(@) ﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁLi’f’lqﬂmmﬂﬁﬂuduﬂuﬁmwuw Udom Warota-
masikkhadit (1988) 831181337 AnFemanaeslslaaviemnieniiiuasndn
srgavelurienFasasviiulfiastdfaanadia i dremh® Rl
i o A1 1oun ena an fe g neEaie A e LasannAwanild ‘b
mnomauunAnaenls i wiazlluiagealya (Udom Warotamasikkhadit,

® Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988) a31ne/l39 “. . . they [verbs] can be negated

when occurring as a main verb . . . or when occurring as the last member of a verb string
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1088) 1ileRansnntls=leailiani azidiudn Bis ‘sl wagn “8e 18 iesann
A Dy WuansauaziluasndndogainglunianFes

adnalsfin Usrlangaatnednilsslaaniledion iazlagregnaia
197 (Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988) @ea3unadn ‘g (upnTen insnziRs
Ao dramld aansoedungldludnuuamnanils nanfe Adn g7 uay
“gra” ETauRansundndiliduddszan) fanuvanausnsaiuuinly
meneilagiu prearsaiiesdndzldsuusdaumnieunu uwaodmiu
ATiaReafuaalliieane

wanandmnldinaudinisiin ‘Il iesuunAinianmad Udom
Warotamasikkhadit (1988) #nsfiafusatnedu ] luunanudeadsaiy wu
Plaianansoild vy wiumhligiamde dulslaafifldnnmldeonsy
uanantiuneaUdn G fudniemnnedl meziiunTaaaLaLA
9 “a Tudlsdlon wnasllvindevlny vinliiadedunndn e Tulselan
Auenalalduinumnageuaindamuiiauel’ Wy *diuasusigainie
13/Aei aziuinfldnmnliseniulslaadonan

8719 NMIRANTNAMNMHEIBIAINIENANHNT Udom Warotamasikkhadit
(1988) nanalieraadungludnuuannanials Wy ludselaaiidn 129390
7ua7 uar 199473101714 Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988) @5u18197
ANMANE09A9n *a1n” Tunasestlsslanliunnsinaiu® adnslsfia wan
Nansonlagaziden aznudnA1dn “aan” ludselaausniAanuvung el
[AgafunInsIna Ny ensuaneananfuTesasinanuiuasnglnaddn® o

NMutlselapnaadldianurunawpananans

o a = | ca a o '
o
Tuumanuda an mu G llldyswun gan alsaddnafng (eéeo) anfdatng
wazasLNYAI9 “a1n” Bluriueaiaaiu

~

ATEURANTNAINANENHIETBIATT WEIN o (PITUNARLADY, néeD)
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na1aReAan “arn” lutlselaafiansiaarsusneiunaianinng
dlasanminaiseanitull® faduddliaraimiasaiudifaaiuie
ATHALALAIUADHLN I A HUIN ELNENBENLEAEY () Udom Warotamasikkhadit,
1988) WAAITNAGBLALNDM AUFIY 1w tnownisis <Ll

AzudINIIRNaTdeaglees Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988)
falaifaymunlFlunmsing esndumsniudounilafludinien vili
WudEIR et U e AsluB nuuannanildld lesannsandne?l Udom
Warotamasikkhadit (1988) taual¥liaanpdasiuAedung annanimagesain
sasrlulstloanilaudaanlinesndimaanaadeaiumainfuaneliiay
dsngludselanln ﬁLﬂu%@qﬂﬁmﬁqmm [fiesannsdesziaiiaresragsg
Aedwdledangluliumuda

() AN3ENUBNENW (stative verb) #dinlaranatARaudLEluAn
YWUN Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988) @"Emﬂd’]ﬁﬁmqﬁﬂﬁ%mﬂuﬁmwuw
WWAAN Tasaudalusndenuenann snfaethadu man tna waz Ind
Fafnatnemalilil (Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988)

thwneglnag

vhwneglslna

thusreglnany

vhuseylylnany

aziudn “lna” war “lnd” uainsen Lﬁmmnmmmﬁﬂﬁmﬂu
sUfjasmaanismia “lim dremi

atalana A9 “lna” way “Ina” Tulassaiedszlaadamulallaminue
AN AIAIINUNN VBEANTENaNN9anaY Aatiunmdn “lna” uay “lnd”
azlallddynunAfluGessrsun easnduniesilisaandasiuem
SipA NI yNunAInaaNiauning Aefadinadieineduldansun

nstivazinanasLNeEasAIyNLn

a

* FAIURNATUIRAINAMNUNIETBIAII AN la (FITTUARLADIY, béeb)
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wenaninilafiansanlsslaaunlsslan by momadealnalan
aziiudnsaiuddn St And dsleedldlidufisaniuuad
e Fail *anamadealxlngalan [HiesanAnanEngIaIdn “aan” fe
il uszeznsziudn @ TUUNRLFIUY, n&eb)

agullédndaaglFesdnionenanmiidilanaaiadaudniue
YWUN (Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988) asnsnasunelunuanials \iasann
(@) ﬁfmﬂwﬁﬂnmh\imiLLrimmiﬁ%ﬁmﬁLmﬁ:ﬁﬁ'fmﬁmwuw WAy (o) Nde
FunmaEesmiauely (Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988) Lﬁ@ﬁwﬁqrwmiﬂﬂmng
Tutlszlapunatszlanm

(en) ﬁ'm'mﬁl,ii'ﬂﬁﬂmmLﬂ?i'au'juﬂuﬁ'\qwuw Udom Warota-
masikkhadit (1988) asLngnAlunERIngfasnadaamied (determiner) Ly
i 1 W aosdafluduny fafuridn aee wiie # lw wen Uy wih e
nane 419 wite 16 3 1ila maws AassnundTuA g iasannaengladae
mied (dun o v 1o 18 e %mﬁy mﬁ” (Starosta, 1988, 2000; Saranya
Savetamalaya, 1989; Kitima Indrambarya, 1994)

AlauiANiuIINIsdlAsziaiinaesA1dn9su (Udom Warota-
masikkhadit, 1988) fsziuliesunaisiials nanafe wdinoumianed
Fananamansaldauunmuals Wy leuvesduauiliiuaus azdiud
MUed i @snsnenamdn aw edadlusdnsuunssudeduiiumung
afladenadanis Aidaetaediaszimunls adrdlsffmiadsanans
a1 008 AT e uA U N9y (1Y 989 wiia) (Udom
Warotamasikkhadit, 1988) ‘l§tnensdivintiu i thuusidiureass uwsiung
e iy ludselomsinatng (Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988) 191 Lﬁy@wm@m
aae lannsoldraddnllaenamdn “aee 18 saasdiudntszloaiidn “de
vevipnass Liiufisesiureadldnim eagulldddsathedu counter

example) 1841aa714195U (Udom Warotamasikkhadit, 1988)
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wenanii Udom Warotamasikkhadit (1988) fdlalldanaetinans
'3Lmﬁxﬁﬁfmmmeﬁﬁﬁﬂq%ﬁ@ﬁuﬁu%mﬂﬁdﬁﬂ"ﬁﬁfa”wﬁq (WU 189 W) AR
W Idldaywun VTﬂﬁmmmrﬁfﬁfaﬁqmmﬁ'mﬁu%mqﬂﬁum Udom
Warotamasikkhadit (1988) 1a°°
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