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‘Er Shi Si Xiao’: Gratitude in
Confucianism
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Abstract

‘Er Shi Si Xiao' or ‘The Twenty-Four Examples of Filial Piety’ is a collection
of Chinese folklore about 24 figures in Chinese history from the Xia to the
Sung Dynasties. The study finds that the seven good deeds of fillial gratitude,
according to K'ung Fu Tzu or Confucius, in ‘Er Shi Si Xiao’ are care, service,
comfort, absolution, protection, remembrance, and funeral rites and worship.
The influence of ‘Er Shi Si Xiao’ is seen among Chinese and Chinese-Thai
readers, particularly after its translation into Thai, and in visual arts such as

wall painting and stucco around Chinese temples and shrines in Thailand.
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