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“Ti” /thii/: a Polyseme in Contemporary
Thai
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Abstract

This paper examines the use of the word “Ti" /thi/, a polyseme in
contemporary written and spoken Thai. The findings indicate that the word
“Ti" thil/ in Thai has six functions. Semantically, “Ti” /thfi/ is a noun meaning a
‘place’ or ‘location’. Considering its collocation, “Ti" /thf/ can be a quantifer, a
preposition or an ordinal. Syntactically, “Ti" /thii/ can be a relative pronoun or
a complementizer. Moreover, at a discourse level, “Ti" /thii/ is a reference to
mark aforementioned or known information. It can also be used as a causal

conjunction.
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