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T. Ngek Chuan: The Man,
the Legend
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Abstract

Mr. T. Ngek Chuan was the proprietor of Banglumpoo Cinema and the
owner of the T. Ngek Chuan store on the Banglumpoo Junction (then ‘New Gate’).
The store was established 80 years ago at the entrance of the Banglumpoo
Cinema, rending much light and colour to the Bamlumpoo Junction. Though
not strictly a scholar, he loved books and publishing. His books on ‘Films’ and
‘Series’ helped the theatre-goers of .his time appreciate,v silent films. He also
published a women’s magazine called ‘Netnaree’ or ‘Girt Scouts'.

The T. Ngek Chuan shop, which later became T. Ngek Chuan Store
and Partners Limited, sold a variety of merchandise, but those that made its
name were belts, gold- and silver-plated jewellery, and the ‘Rabbit-Brand’
records. He recorded every kind of music: Thai classical, Thai modern, folk
music from the North, the Central Region, the Northeast and the South, and
Thai classical dance music. He was devoted 1o both book-making and recording
and became known as ‘the King of Film Books’ and ‘the Merchant Dedicated
to Thai Music and Fine Arts’.

In recognition to his services, King Prajadhipok gave him the last
name ‘Dhanvarjor’ and King Bhumibhol allowed him to use the Royal Garuda

Regalia of his patronage in his shop.
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