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Linguistic devices for the speech act of
admonishing in Thai
Sittitam Ongwuttiwat
Abstract

The aim of this article is to examine the linguistic devices used by Thai
speakers in the speech act of admonishing and to study the relationship between the
social status and device selection. The data is elicited by means of a questionaire
which includes 9 situations. The respondents are 100 teachers and 100 students
from various secondary schools and university in Bangkok and Prachuap Khiri Khan
areas. The results show that Thai speakers adopt 29 linguistic devices in the
act of admonishing. which are 4 direct devices and 25 indirect devices. In terms of
communicative functions, the 25 indirect devices adopted by the Thai speakers help
achieve not only the main purpose - - to admonish - - but also other functions,
namely, to be polite to the hearer, to be self-polite, to persuade, to be concrete, to be
sarcastic, and to provoke humor. It is also found that the speakers’ social status

correlates with the selection of linguistic devices.
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