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2006 Coup d’état and Concepts of Democracy in
Pan Waen Fa Award-Winning Political Poetry

Thongchai Sae-chia

Abstract

Apart from impact on the wider Thai society, the 2006 coup d’état
in Thailand, which happened on September 19, also affected the creative
work of Pan Waen Fa Award-Winning Political Poetry of various poets,
especially during 2007-2010. This poetry presented three views of democracy,
which are standing firm believing in democracy, destroying democracy
by coups d’état, and showing weakness of people in democracy. In one sense,
these concepts revealed negative opinions about that.coup d’état. In other
sense, they might be supposed to praise significance of democracy, which
is the most desirable system. Furthermore, the understanding of democracy
from that coup d’état still showed instability of Thai politics, the most
important cause of coup d'état, and also showed the weakness of Thai
people-politics, which couldn’t engage a democratic system as it should.
Insofar as the instability of Thai democracy has still not significantly
improved, the future of Thai politics will continue to encounter the same

problems as in the past.
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