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A comparative study on the use of the word pen
between the reign of King Rama V and the present
time

Sureenate Jaratjarungkiat
Vipas Pothipath

Abstract

This article aims at studying how the use of the word pen has
changed from the reign of King Rama V and the present time, focusing on
orthographic, phonetic, semantic, grammatical, and lexical aspects of the
word.

It was found that the use of the word has changed in several
aspects. In terms of orthography, the form of the word pen was divided
into 2 forms: “iu” and “iilw” during the reign of King Rama V while
at present, there is only one form “iW”, This orthographic change
corresponds to the sound change: during the reign of King Rama V,
both long and short vowels were used, so the pronunciation of the words
was /peen/ and /pen/ respectively. By contrast, this word is presently
used only with the short vowel. In terms of meaning, semantic narrowing
has been observed; for example, pen no longer means ‘to happen’,
The third changing aspect is grammar. The word pen in the reign of King
Rama V could co-occur with the word #2f and doaj, but not in the present
time. The last finding is lexical change which is loss in vocabulary. In
the present time, the co-occurrence of the word pen as a part of some

expressions or compound words has already been lost, such as pen té¢.
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