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Don’t recall us as the rogues!: Jail space and the
politics of autobiographical self-representation of
the gangsters in Bantuekluadchaklardyaw

(A bloody diary from Lardyaw jail)

Wanchana Tongkhampao

Abstract

Thai history remembers the hooligans in the late 60’s as stupid
and bad people who had been imprisoned in Lardyaw jail by Field
Marshal Sarit Thanarat’s revolutionary party. One of the prisoners in this
period, Suriyan Sakthaisong, wrote an autobiography entitled ‘A Bloody
Diary From Lardyaw Prison’ to dispute the memory. In the novel, he
emphasized himself and his peer’s representation as Naklengs (“proud
and manful ruffians”) which are significantly different from Anthaparns
(“bad people, scum”}). This article also discusses the use of Lardyaw jail
space in the narration of A Bloody Diary From Lardyaw Prison. The jail
space plays an important role in Sakthaisong’s and his peers’ self-
representation as Naklengs. Particularly, the illustration of the prison
as a substantial space of the Thai nation, representing the birth of
a prisoner hero through the space’s frame transgression and the
representation of the prison as a space for state wild power to perform
are used. These spatial representations are constructed by a nationalist

narrative, a stirring song and a political struggling history.
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