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Northern Thai dialect at Baan Huay Muang,
Thasailuat Sub-district, Maesod District,
Tak Province

Mayuree Poonpholwattanaporn

Abstract

This thesis is a study of the phonemic system of the Northern Thai
dialect at Baan Huay Muang, Thasailuat Sub-district, Maesod District, Tak
Province.

Data was elicited by interview: four female interviewees, all at least
fifty years old, were asked how they used basic words in their dialects. The
consonants, vowels and tones were analyzed based on the minimal pair
method and Gedney's tone bow.

The study revealed that this Northern Thai dialect has twenty initial
consonant phonemes, nine final consonant phonemes, and two diphthong
vowel phonemes of which each diphthong vowel has a further two sub-
phonemes and six tones.

Studying the Northern Thai vocabulary can enhance understanding
of the meaning of vocabulary used in Thai literature. Additionally, Northern
Thai vocabulary can aid and elucidate comprehension of Thai synonymous

compounds.
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