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Linguistic Strategies of Thai celebrities when
answering questions posed by the media in
interview situations

Sittitam Ongwuttiwat

Abstract

The objective of this paper is to study the linguistic strategies of
Thai celebrities when answering questions posed by the media in interview
situations. It was found that these celebrities, when interviewed, adopted 17
linguistic strategies for answering questions from the media. Furthermore,
an analysis of the communicative purpose of these 17 strategies revealed that
the strategies adopted helped the celebrities to achieve their communicative
purpose. This overall communicative purpose is described in a range from
the most to the least frequent as follows: 1. to save face, 2. to persuade the
audience, 3. to present themselves, 4. to be concrete, 5. to make messages
clearly understood, and 6. to provoke a sense of humor. The results of this
research point to “face” or “image” being very important for Thai celebrity

careers.
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