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Self-Consciousness of Fictionality in Three
Contemporary Thai Short Stories

Saowanit Chunlawong

Abstract

This article explores the theme of self-consciousness of fictional-
ity as represented in three Thai short stories: “Mue Thi Mong Mai Hen"
(The Invisible Hand) by Anchan, “Pharakij” (The Burden) by Wanna Kawee,
and “Het Karn Kam Sam Lao” (The Never Ending Situation) by Prabda
Yoon.

Self-consciousness of fictionality has a dynamic affect on the
relationship between the fictional and the real. Fiction can neither be
proclaimed as an objective representation of the real, nor can it be expected
to perform this task of representation. These three short stories alert
readers to the fictional world as a space constructed by the author within

the language of poetics.
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