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Abstract

This Research article aims to create a light and sound performance titled
“Araya Khukhan: The Path of Faith — Saen Don Ta, Honoring the Ancestors” in
Khukhan District, Sisaket Province. The study found that: (1) The performance
originated from a joint initiative between the Khukhan District Cultural Council and
local residents, who agreed to organize a grander Saen Don Ta festival in 2024, a
significant year marking the 6th cycle birthday of King Rama X, with support from
Sisaket Rajabhat University in developing the script and performance. (2) The story
highlights Khukhan’s historical role in ancestral worship during the traditional merit-
making season, including references to King Rama I’s relationship with Ta Kacha,
ancient beliefs about the afterlife from the Dvaravati and Khmer periods, and the
founding of Khukhan in the late Ayutthaya era. It links ancestral dreams seeking
merit, relations with Vientiane during the Thonburi era, the establishment of the
Chakri Dynasty, and rituals expressing gratitude to the land. The final part conveys
the teachings of Phraya Khukhan Phakdi Srinakorn Lamduan, who succeeded Ta
Kacha, and emphasizes the continued importance of the Saen Don Ta ritual. (3) The
performance consists of two major scenes: one focusing on beliefs and rituals, and
the other on the political, social, and cultural history of Khukhan from the past to
the early Rattanakosin era. (4) The script is in Thai, combining narrative and character
dialogue. (5) The performance uses a traditional Isan "pong lang" orchestra with
interpretive dance. (6) The cast includes solo and group performers. (7) Costumes
reflect traditional Khmer attire. Overall, this performance represents a cultural-

historical showcase that effectively promotes local tourism

Keywords: Light and Sound Performance, Saen Donta, Khukhan, Sisaket
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