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Abstract

The objectives of this research paper were 1) to study beliefs and
rituals of making merit in Buddhism, 2) to study of San Don Ta merit of people in
Surin province and 3) to analyze the beliefs and rituals in the San Don Ta merit of
people in Surin province.This research was a qualitative research and accompanying
interviews. Then, it is the presentation of research results by describing

analytical methods.

The results of research found that:

Beliefs and rituals of making merit in Buddhism, that is the behavior
that human beings follow their beliefs, faith in their religion that has been
passed down from generation to generation until it has become a religious
practice rituals. It is considered a worship or ceremonial activity. Most of those
rituals are related to daily life. The San Don Ta merit of Khmer descent people
in Surin province, there is a belief in supernatural powers and mystical powers
especially the belief in ancestral spirits that there is still a circle around and
taking care of family and members. This ancestral spirit can give you and blame
your family and members. The San Don Ta ceremony of Khmer descent people
in Surin province falls on the 14" day of the waning day of the 10" lunar month
every year, when it reaches an important period of the tradition. Family and
grandchildren, brothers and sisters and relatives tend to give importance to
ceremonies of San Don Ta. There are 3 aspects: (1) organizing in one's own

home, (2) organizing in the community for ceremonies, (3) organizing merit,
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there are steps in the temple for dedication of merit according to the Buddhist
model, which are (1) communication to the offspring to inform them in
advance, (2) determining the place of ceremony, (3) preparing items for offering
sacrifices and (4) going to the temple to make merit to dedicate the merit to

the deceased person.

Keywords: Beliefs, Rituals, San Don Ta Merit
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