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Abstract

Phra Bhaisajyaguru Vaitoonprapha or Phra Bhaisajyaguru, also known
as the Medicine Buddha (God of Medicine) is one of the Buddha in
Buddhism. In the old days, Phra Bhaisajyasuru was not widely
recognized, and sculpture of this Medicine Buddha was never
discovered in India where Buddhism originated.

When the belief related to the Medicine Buddha spread to China,
the establishment of Phra Bhaisajyaguru became more clearly defined
and appeared in the scriptures which recorded the determination of
Phra Bhaisajyaguru, the methodology of image creation and buildings
for the Buddha image to be situated. This belief was extensively
distributed to Japan, Tibet, Cambodia, and Thailand.

In Thailand, the belief of Phra Bhaisajyaguru appeared in 3 periods.

1. In 18" Century when Thailand was influenced by Cambodia during
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the reign of King Jayavarman VII. Phra Bhaisajyaguru’s images found in
Thailand were similar to the image form of Buddha sheltered in Naga
hood influenced by the belief of the Khmer culture.

2. The second period, Phra Bhaisajyaguru was found during the Reign
of King Rama 5 (King Chulalongkorn) of Bangkok Period.

3. The third period was during between 2007 and 2016 in the reign
of King Rama 9, Phra Bhaisajyaguru’s images were combined with
Theravada Buddhism belief which resulted in having the images
created in varied formations. However, Thai Buddhism arts are more
revealed, such as the Thai facial structure and robed which appeared
similar to Thai Buddhist monks.

In Thailand, the representation of Thai Buddhist arts is in accordance
of iconology of Phra Bhaisajyaguru’s image which comprised of Thai
facial structure, accessories, and robes. In essence, Phra Bhaisajyaguru’s
image has a pot of medicine on the palm of the image as the significant

iconology.

Keywords: Phra Bhaisajyaguru, Medicine Buddha, Buddhist lconography
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