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Abstract

This paper describes the ways of life of various
ethnic groups that migrated into the Malay Peninsula
before the time of nation-states. It begins with the

colonial period, when Siam and England were expand-
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ing their territorial influence. This had effects on the
existences of the various ethnic groups, especially
through the de-/re-territorialization of boundaries by the
colonialists. This process created great and complex
changes on the Malay Peninsula. Since the attainment
of independence from the European power, this area
has been under the government of Malaysia. The ad-
ministration of the Malaysian government has tended
toward Islamization, and this has affected the various
ethnic groups living in the country, to the point that the
ethnic groups have to demonstrate their identities

The Orang Siam, or Siamese in Malaysia, are
one of the ethnic groups who have tried to show or
create an identity as “people of the land” who have
had a long-standing sense of belonging. Particularly, the
group seem to project their identities as Thai people
as a way of preserving their unity under the rule of the
Malaysian nation state.

In this process of creating identities as Thai,
various kinds of cultural influences coming from Thailand
are observed even though the Orang Siam live under
the administration of the Malaysian nation-state.
Consequently, it is as if this group balance themselves
in between the two states, or were in a situation where
we may call “A life in between.”

Therefore, to understand the Orang Siam, it is
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not enough to consider how they live under the rule of
the Malaysian state. It is also necessary to understand
their lives as a people who had formerly lived under
the rule of the Kingdom of Siam, which is now the Thai
state. Only in this way can we understand their lives

“in between” these two states on the boundary.

Keywords: In Between, Nation State Boundaries,

Ethnic Boundaries, Thainess
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