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Abstract

Bilateral Buddha amulet trade between Thailand and
Malaysia is divided into three periods: The first period is the
beginning period of amulet trade (B.E. 2500-2538) during
which Thai amulets were distributed into Malaysia by freely
giving away. The second period is the time when shops for
Buddha amulets emerged in Malaysia (B. E. 2538-2549). The
third period is the most prosperous time for the trade
between Thailand and Malaysia (B.E. 2549 - 2547) since

the Chatukam - Ramathep Fever in Thailand. The factors
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that bring about the popularity of the Buddha amulets in
Malaysia stem from the belief in sacredness of the most
revered Buddhist monks and of Buddha amulets of Chinese
Malaysians who have their faith in Mahayana Buddhism, that
is, the beliefs in Gods. As a result, it is very easy for them
to take up this belief about sacredness of Thai Buddha
amulets. The sacredness of the revered monks and Buddha
amulets have been transmitted through what that has been
called “sacred stories” that have been spread widely through
people’s narrative stories as well as through many media
channels such as magazines and books. These stories about
the revered monks and Buddha amulets have been spread
in Thailand since the Second World War and later to
Malaysia. These sacred stories are considered a cultural
capital of Buddha amulets that results in the value attached

and their rising prices.

Keywords: Buddha amulet, Sacredness, Cultural capital
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