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Abstract

This article is based on a study of the conditions
and factors of revival and reinventing the history of Luang
Prabang, which are used to respond to tourism. Silverware
craftsman lifestyle previously perceived as only the
continuation of the past has interestingly become a cultural
product in the tourist industry that highlights nostalgia, the
yearning for the past. The study focuses on resurrection and
reproduction of the past of silverware craftsmen in the
context of tourism in the New Economic Mechanism Era in
Luang Prabang, Laos. This research employs the concept of
“Invention of traditions” as a theoretical framework to
clarify the phenomenon. This particular concept will elucidate
the silverware craftsmen with a vital cultural identity that
reflects an environment of cultural tourism which appeals to
nostalgia of the earlier period before the socialist state. This
study is a qualitative research. Data were gathered from
in-depth interviews and participatory observation. Data were
also derived from both Thai and Lao documents.

The study finds that the silverware craftsmen take
an outstanding position of a cultural product in tourism in
Luang Prabang in terms of being part of the former capital
before the revolution and ultimately was destroyed along
with the royal institution in 1975. However, after the New

Economic Mechanism was adopted in 1986, the socialist
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state has accepted culture from the former regime. Silverware
craftsmen were brought back again as an invented cultural
product in order to promote tourism in Luang Prabang.
Moreover, being part of the living culture has resulted in
Luang Prabang becoming a world heritage city which has

been recognized as “A City of Living Culture”.

Keywords: Reinvent, Tourism, Luang Prabang
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