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Abstract

This research article entitled “ Dikir Music: Condition,
Development and Position in the entertainment world
of Melayu Patani”. | want to describe conditions and
development of the Dikir Music, and to posit it in the

entertainment world of the Melayu culture in Patani. In order
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to positing the Dikir Music as a Melayu Patani popular
music, | will employ the historical framework to handle the
data from the music-records, published local materials,
newspapers, and researches on cultural entertainment in the
Deep South, including data from interviews during my
fieldwork which consist of singers, lyrics-writer, musicians,
entrepreneurs, recording studio and broadcasters of radio
stations in the local as well.

The study found that the development of the Dikir
Music has started in the late 1980s, and since then it
became widely known among Melayu Patani audiences.
Originally, the Dikir Music was situated within the soundscape
of traditional performance known as the Dikir Hulu. In
order to record the solo-performance of the leading-vocalist
of the troupe, the Dikir Music was taking shape. It was no
longer a solo-singing of the leading Tukang Karut vocalist
per se. It began to employ other popular musical instruments
and melodies such as Indian film songs, Thai popular
music, and Indonesian popular music. Gradually, it
became a singing performance by its own style, in a new
soundscape and perhaps new audiences. As a result of
the decentralization of local recording industry and the
support of local entrepreneurs, it can be said that the Dikir
Music was emerged in a popular music form, manufactured

in mass production such as Cassette, CDs and VCDs.
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Arguably, the Dikir Music is truly the modern Melayu
Patani entertainment among traditional cultures and

cultural flows in the Melayu Patani world.

Keywords: Dikir music, Position in the entertainment world
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