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Livelihood Strategies of Esan Farmers in
Agri-food and Agro-fuel Business Context.
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Abstract

At present day, Thailand face a price of oil problem.
Government, State Enterprises and Private Sector search
for solve this problem such as control the oil price, produce
of the oil from agriculture or used oil. The changes of oil
production context was affect to major and minor farmers
including Agro-industry sector. This article was to
understand and a study of livelihood strategies of
Northeastern farmers and sugarcane-base fuel crops
promotion policy in order to solve high petroleum prices,
and to achieve energy security. In research question, when
sugarcane in renewable energy context affected to the
Production Relations, Food Securities and Livelihood
Strategies, and focused on Nongraikai village, Koksa-ad
subdistrict, Phukhiao District, Chaiyaphum Province. This
study analyzed from Livelihood strategies conceptual
framework including contractual production relations and
food security concept to study the adaptations and
negotiations of agriculture households. This study used

qualitative research included such data-collecting techniques
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as in-depth interview with 106 households were studied
including rice farmers, independent sugarcane farmers and
sugarcane farmers under contract, heads of sugarcane groups
and landless laborers as well as use of Spatial analysis
and Descriptive statistical analysis.

Research findings the change of sugarcane to the
agro-fuels context persuade more farmers enter to the
agro-food and agro fuel industry with the sugar cane
higher value, capital system and the good money welfare,
consisted of livelihoods including changes in food security
such as decline in household food availability and the
changes of food security context, land use, farming systems
and property rights. This led to adaptation and negotiation
for survival in food production, land use, labor, work, resource
use and management. Nevertheless, farmer’s livelihood
strategies were not homogeneous. Their differences
depended upon households’ capital, physical, resource use

and economic limitations.

Keywords: Livelihood Strategies, Negotiations, Adaptations,
Fuel Crops, Ethanol
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