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Abstract

This article considers on violence in the philosophy
of Slavoj Zizek. The article hypothesizes that violence is a
means to attain the political ends. If violence is the means
to attain the political ends, violence ought not to be defined
as human instinct. Zizek’s viewpoint on violence was
explicit in a book called On Violence (2008) to which Zizek
understood violence that was significantly initiated by a group
of people who resist the state. Zizek attempted to understand
violence through the lens of people whose political rights
were of depraved and were to be politically undermined of
social equality. Violence that Zizek sought to apprehend is
not violence initiated by state but by a disadvantageous
people. Violence that Zizek maintains in his recognition is
situated in the context of class exploitation, which has been
carrying out by the privilege class in the capitalism society.
Zizek’s violence is also a critique of the idealistic attitude
of liberal democracy, which is resulted in the people’s
disavowal of their obligation to the state as long as
alliances between state and corporatism are concerned.

Instead, people have been viewing state as a traitor of
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the humanitarian principle, which maintains the view
that state is rather an offender to the principle of liberal
democracy. Zizek develops the view on violence from the
thesis of violence by Walter Benjamin, who distinguishes
violence in two categories. The first category of violence is
a violence exercised by state as equally a political actor in
forging a legal legitimacy. Violence exercised by state, such
as the coup de tat, does not lead to a restructuration of
the existing politics and economics characterized by
inequality. Violence exercised by state exacerbates law, order,
and social structure to preserve its status quo. Zizek shares
this thesis on violence of Benjamin, who maintains that vio-
lence by state is the “law-preserving violence”. Meanwhile,
divine violence is another category of violence to which Zizek
borrowed from Benjamin’s thesison theology, by adapting it
in a context of secularism. Zizek’s divine violence determines
a majority of people to run a course of violence in order to
transform the existing social condition. Zizek’s divine violence
is situated in a different context to Benjamin’s and becomes
the condition of violence that is linking to the expectation
of social revolution against capitalism and to the triumphant

of the communist fellows in the 21st Century.

Keywords: Slavoj Zizek, Divine violence
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