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“Killing for the Nation Project”:

Drugs and the Concept of Human

Resource in Neo-liberalism
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Abstract

This paper discusses the topic concerning the
idea of Human Resource/Human Capital which has been
operated in Thai society under the influence of the
neo-liberal economic development. By applying the concept

of biopolitics/biopower, that has been coined by Michel
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Foucault, this paper purposes that on the one hand,
both state and the Thai society wish “human” to be
brilliant, intelligent, good health ,creative etc. in order to
be productive factor for economic growth. We could
observe the phenomena of campaigning and promoting
this idea from both state and society. On the other hand,
this era has its extreme fragility: both state and society
support the violence against those who tainted the
“resource”, namely those who involve with the illegal
drug, which has been one of the pretexts of the intense
violence against them since 1987 onward; including the 3
months of the war against drug in 2003. This phenomenon
can be understood by considering the reasoning/justifying
produced by the Thai state and the social institution and
the life verdict against those alleged drug criminal. Moreover,
this condition undermines the possibility of royal pardon,
regardless of individual or general pardon. The result is
the execution of the drug involvement criminals under the
reason that these criminals “destroy the other quality of
being a good human resource”. The violence against
them, therefore, lies under the very important conceptual

apparatus of “human resource”.

Keywords: Drug, Human Resource, Biopolitics
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