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Rural Transformation in Northern Thailand:

A Study of Common Property Management of “Community”
and “Sub-Village Cluster” in Mae Chaem District,

Chiang Mai Province from 1957 to 2007
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Abstract

The article aims to study the rural transformation
trajectory in the Northern Thailand through the aspect
of relationship transformation in the “community” and
“sub-village cluster” based on the common property
management during 1957 - 2007 under the various context
of economic, political and cultural, which led to the
transformation of the position and meaning of the rural

community in Thailand. The study also illustrate that different

268 osahsdvAuMENS UKdNeNaaoasanuni



sizes and different relationship features between the
“community” and the “sub - village cluster” have been
significant contribute to the different capacity of common
property management.

The collapse of the common property management
come from several factors included: the unit of relationship
is too large, numerous members and the ambiguity of the
territory boundaries. These factors cause the control system
of the common property reckless. Consequently, the villagers
possess the common property. Then the common properties
in the sub -village cluster level are collapse lastly, because
it is the small unit of relationship, the amount of member

is stable and territory is clearer than the community.

Keywords: common property, community, sub-village cluster
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