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Abstract

This thesis has two objectives; (1) to study the
construction of social capital in Ya Klai (a kind of local
tobacco) market; and (2) to study the use of social capital
in construction and expansion of Ya Klai market. Concept
of social capital developed by Robert D. Putnam was used
in this study. Social capital used in this study means trust,
sanction, and networks.

The research was conducted during 2010 —2013.
Klai community, located at Klai Sub-district, Thasala
District, Nakhon-Si-Thammarat Province, and Palus
community, Langa Sub-district, Mayo District, Pattani
Province were used as sites of this study. Ethnographic
methods were used in this study. Data for this research
was collected by using the followings; secondary data
reviews, in-dept interviews, observations, and participant
observations. The data collected was analyzed by using the
concept of social capital.

The research findings are followings: Klai tobaccos
were planted by Klai tobacco growers a long time ago. The
Klai tobacco were produced for market since the beginning.
During 1947 — 1987 Klai tobaccos was produced by using
traditional technologies and local tobacco variety. Human
(household) and animal (buffalo) labor were used in that

productions. However, since 1988 Klai tobaccos were
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produced by using new technologies and variety. Chemical
fertilizers were used in Klai tobacco production. And Kilai
tobacco productions now are rely on hire laborers; Klai
tobaccos are consumed by local consumers (consumers
in Klai community) and distance consumers in Pattani,
Yala, and Narathiwat. Klai tobaccos had been usually
consumed by rolling with Jak (Nypa fruticans Wurmb)
leaves. This was found in the case of local and distance
consumers mentioned above; Klai tobacco market is
different from general market. That is, Klai tobacco market
is not based on market mechanism, but based on trust
or social capital since its beginning. This study found that
from 1947 to 2012 social capital had been used in Kilai
tobacco market. But places and functions of social capital
used were changed. Namely, during 1947 — 1988, Klai
tobacco market was dominated by retail-wholesale tobacco
traders, and social capital was used to construct the linkage
between Klai tobacco producers in Klai community with
small Klai tobacco traders, and between small Klai tobacco
traders and retail-wholesale tobacco traders, located at Yala
and Nakhon-Si-Thammarat provinces. And there were
no social capital linked between tobacco consumers and
retail-wholesale tobacco traders, or between small tobacco
traders and consumers. Trust-based tobacco market had

been constructed since 1989. Social capital had been used
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between Kail tobacco producers and small tobacco traders
of Klai community, and between small tobacco traders
of Klai community and tobacco consumers in Pattani
(including in Yala and Narathiwat provinces). In other
words, during 1989 — 1997 networks between Klai tobacco
producers and consumers in Pattani were constructed.
These networks were constructed and maintained by
small tobacco traders of Klai community. And significantly
these networks based on trust or social capital. During
1998 — 2012, social capital has been used for expanding
of Klai tobacco market. The local small tobacco traders in
Pattani, as well as, Yala and Narathiwat were emerged. These
traders were mostly former tobacco consumers who trust in
and being trusted by small tobacco traders of Kilai
community, who conducted Klai tobacco trading in Pattani,
and then turned themselves became small tobacco
traders in Pattani, as well as in Yala and Narathiwat. The
expanded networks also based on social capital. In sum,
Klai tobacco market bases on social capital. This social
capital is reciprocal one that have to be conducted by those

party involved.

Keywords: social capital, Ya Klai market
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