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Abstract

The aim of this study was to compare the levels of awareness and public participation in
Japan and Thailand concerning Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The study employed
documentary analysis within the conceptual framework of SEA, knowledge awareness, and
participatory approaches. The findings highlighted several contrasting factors that influenced public
participation in the two countries. Firstly, the government structures and management practices
significantly impacted the extent of involvement and knowledge awareness. Secondly, Japan
exhibited greater experience, knowledge, and comprehension of environmental issues, thus leading
to a higher degree of participatory processes. Conversely, Thailand lacked the necessary knowledge,
infrastructure, and sufficient government support to effectively promote and facilitate participation,
consequently resulting in a lack of collaboration in SEA initiatives. Lastly, environmental factors and
civic consciousness came into play, as the Japanese population demonstrated a stronger sense of
public awareness, therefore leading to heightened awareness and national development. In contrast,
the Thai population had not been sufficiently motivated to recognize the significance of public
interest at the same level as Japan, which resulted in limited collaboration in various projects
involving the public. To enhance public understanding and involvement in the SEA process,

the government should actively promote the dissemination of knowledge among the public.

Keywords: awareness, participation, Strategic Environmental Assessment.
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